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her art, literature, religion and in all her splendid
institutions that came into being as a result of her
millenniums of creative striving.

The land-mass that is called India has always been
regarded as one with the human mass that inhabits
it, this fusion being effected in the consciousness of
the people through its inherent spiritual outlook to
which everything is a manifestation of the Spirit. If
the Indian sees God in himself, he sees Him also in
others and even in the phenomenal universe around
him. No wonder therefore that the land in which he is
born should acquire in his conception an inward
character, a profound significance, compelling his
highest love and admiration. But the land-mass of
India is not an isolated formation. It is a part, however
sharply separated, of a vaster region with which it
has always in the past kept up intimate friendly
relations. Besides being bound up with her sister
countries in Asia in a common love of mysticism and
spiritual pursuits, India has had from very early
times deep and extensive cultural intercourse also with
nearly all of them.

The influence of the pre-Buddhist India on various
parts of Asia and Europe apart, the Buddhist com-
munities in pre-Christian Asia Minor and the Indian
missionaries in China and Japan in the early days of
their history represent two extremities of that vast
tract of land which together with most of the south-
west Asia and the Islands of the Indian Archipelago
does even today bear witness to the immensity of the|r